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SECTION 6 – CONCLUDING THE DOSSIER … AND 
LOOKING AHEAD  
 

6.1 Some closing words 
 
We hope that you have found the Copy/South dossier a productive – and 
provocative – reading experience. As stated in the opening sections, we do not think 
we have provided all of the answers to some very complicated questions. Nor have 
we even asked all of the most important questions. And these brief words of closing 
do not attempt to sum up all that has been included in the dossier or try to draw 
tightly-formulated, programmatic conclusions about the precise way ahead. Instead, 
we mostly ask further questions and suggest some further areas of research.  
 
More than 70 years ago, the American legal scholar Felix Cohen pointed out how 
certain legal words and concepts had clouded our thinking about the reasons why 
we have particular laws and, in particular, what their social purposes were supposed 
to be. Such words, such as ‘property rights’ and ‘fair value’, had become what Cohen 
called magic “solving words” which, when used to try to resolve social issues, often 
simply became “transcendental nonsense.”1 The word ‘copyright’ has taken on the 
same status today. As soon as they are evoked in conversation, the word and the 
concept ‘copyright’ suddenly become some kind of purported or logical explanation 
– in other words, magic “solving words” – as to why certain things in the world 
cannot happen … and why other things do. Why should nursing sisters and public 
health professionals in South Africa be required to pay royalty fees to publishers so 
that they can distribute printed materials to students and patients about how to 
avoid HIV/AIDS? In the face of this shocking pandemic, why should the circulation 
of such truly life-saving information be restricted? The answer: copyright laws 
dictate they must pay royalty charges to a collecting society and, in any event, 
without copyright, no one would have an incentive to write and produce such 
materials. Or why cannot the tens of millions of visually impaired persons across the 
South – more than ten million in India alone – change the format of a book or 
magazine so that they, as well as sighted persons, can read it? The answer: taking 
such a step is called ‘reproducing the work’ in copyright legalese and this is ‘a right’ 
that only the copyright holder can exercise. Or why is a country such as Mexico 
allowed to extend the term of copyright to the life of the author, plus 100 years … 
meaning a song written today by a 20 year old composer would still be an item of 
exclusive private property in the year 2166? The answer, reply copyright’s 
supporters, is that Article 7(6) of the Berne Convention of 1886, (now part of the 
TRIPS Agreement of 1994) sets no maximum on the term or duration of copyright 
and the Berne Convention is an international treaty that is basically 'unamendable' 
because all of its 160 odd signatory countries members must unanimously agree 
before any changes can be made.  
 

                                                      
1 Felix S. Cohen, ‘Transcendental Nonsense and the Functional Approach’, 35 Columbia Law 
Review 809, (1935), p. 820.  
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We in the Copy/South group say these answers are simply “nonsense”, 
transcendentally and otherwise. And there is a great deal of other related nonsense 
that is being said today about copyright that needs to be examined, remembering at 
the same time that copyright is a ‘created’ legal category which is of rather recent 
historical lineage, involves the state establishing a limited monopoly ‘right’ usually 
owned by a large corporations (a fact seldom mentioned by so-called ‘free marketers’ 
who say they believe in keeping the state out of the marketplace) and was simply 
absent from most parts of the South, where more than three/quarters of the world’s 
population lives, until very recently … and still has foothold only in some urban 
areas and leading commercial sectors. In other words, copyright is not something 
natural or universal like the sun coming up. On this point, we would be the first to 
admit that looking at a range of access and cultural issues in the South through the 
lens of copyright has its own limitations and believe that future research needs to be 
more inter-disciplinary.  
 
On the economic front and the question of the supposed benefits of establishing 
‘mature’ copyright regimes in the South, we are reminded of how the now ‘reformed’ 
American consultant John Perkins describes the job he did for several decades on 
behalf of US corporations in the South: formulate unattainable economic plans (or 
“visions”) and plot the way to a “glorious future” for countries such as the kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia. In his current best-selling book, Confessions of an Economic Hit Man, 
Perkins writes how he approached the planning of new utilities, such as new 
electrical generating plants:  
 

I always kept in mind the true objectives: maximizing payouts to U.S. firms 
and making Saudi Arabia increasingly dependent on the United States. It did 
not take me long to realize how closely the two went together; almost all of the 
newly developed projects would require continual upgrading and servicing 
and they were so highly technical as to assure the companies that originally 
developed them would have to maintain and modernise them.2 

 
Is copyright expansion any different than expanding electrical power stations? 
The determined effort by both the United States and the European Union to 
ensnare the global South into the web of international copyright relations is not, 
it cannot be said too often, an effort by them to either promote internal economic 
growth in the South or, for example, to build markets for the music of Indian 
musicians in Boston or Berlin…or certainly for anyone other than a few ‘stars’ 
working for multi-national recording companies. On economic issues, we 
consider that the analysis done for Section 2 of this dossier is only a small start 
on these and other pressing questions. We would appreciate more assistance in 
developing our thinking. We understand that an economic agency in Brazil has 
just begun to generate economic studies on North/South intellectual property 
trade flows and we await their results with interest. As well, more work on the 
economic benefits of implementing free computer software in the South is 
needed. This is a technology that will not require “continuing upgrading” as 
with the Microsoft ethos.  
 
On the question of access to educational materials, which is also closely related to 
financial questions and is another focus of this dossier, we note that one of the eight 

                                                      
2 John Perkins, Confessions of an Economic Hit Man ( London: Ebery Press, 2005) p.87  



 179 

Millennium Development Goals established at the United Nations Millennium 
Summit in September 2000 is to achieve universal primary school education for all 
girls and boys by the year 2015. It is hard to disagree with the recent speech 
delivered in Mozambique by the United Kingdom’s Chancellor Gordon Brown when 
he said that “it is one of the world’s greatest scandals that today … two-thirds of 
Africa’s children never complete a primary education … (and are) denied one of the 
most basic rights of all, the right to an education. ”3 Yet children and young people 
going to school at all levels, including university, require good reading and library 
materials. And they will also need to be both affordable and plentiful, which raises 
the copyright question. When newly-independent countries of the South asked in the 
1960’s that educational materials be exempted from copyright so that they could 
attain wider levels of primary education in their initial phase of nation building, it 
was the powerful British book publishing industry which was the most vocal – and 
ultimately successful – opponent of what was called “heresy” at the time. And what 
of the next decade in the South? Will work on this goal of universal primary 
education be an occasion for an added ‘feeding frenzy’ by publishers, international 
(including British) and domestic? One hesitates to believe that Gordon Brown, likely 
Britain’s next Prime Minister, will rein them in or ensure that education comes before 
corporate profits. (A recent article by the noted African economist Samir Amin on the 
Millennium Development Goals has exposed what is behind such millennium goals 
and criticises the turn to privatisation and neo-liberal ideology; it is an article that 
deserves attention.4). Ways of writing and producing school texts and educational 
materials outside copyright’s strictures deserve more analysis, including the 
spreading of best practice. The questionable pricing and distribution practices of 
European and North American publishers also require much more empirical study 
than we have been able to undertake here; as one publisher recently remarked, 
“intellectual property lies at the heart of the publishing industry.”  
 
On the question of cultural production, a third focus of the dossier, many questions 
require further discussion. Still, we do believe we have made a start here in looking 
at a few of the critical issues. In most parts of the South, the notion of individual 
‘stars’, of individual appropriation, and of copyrighting creative work was still an 
alien concept until very recently; in many places, it still is. Is this changing and how 
quickly? If only a mere handful of musicians and artists can make a living in the 
North from a system that is centred on copyright, can the mass of artists from the 
South expect to be treated any differently? What are the pros and cons of Creative 
Commons’ licences; is the analysis contained in the dossier too critical? And 
although we are said to live in an increasingly globalised world, rich countries of the 
global North certainly need more exposure to Southern understandings. As 
commentator Martin Jacques wrote recently in a British newspaper:  
 

… globalisation has brought with it a new kind of western hubris… (and the 
view) that western values and arrangements should be those of the world; 
that they are of universal application and merit. At the heart of globalisation 
is a new kind of intolerance in the west towards other cultures, traditions and 

                                                      
3 Will Woodward, ‘Chancellor pledges record UK aid package,” The Guardian (London), 10 
April 2006.  
4 Samir Amin, ‘The Millennium Development Goals: A Critique from the South’, Monthly 
Review, March 2006 http://www.monthlyreview.org/0306amin.htm 
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values, less brutal than in the era of colonialism, but more comprehensive and 
totalitarian.5  

 
Let the discussion and debate continue … and move to a new level. Do not hesitate to 
contact the Copy/South Research Group by e-mail at contact@copysouth.org with 
your thoughts, criticisms and ideas.  

                                                      
5 Martin Jacques, ‘We are globalised, but have no real intimacy with the rest of the world’, 
The Guardian (London), 17 April 2006.  
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6.2 Glossary of fifty copyright terms, phrases, and copyright-
related organisations which are used in the Copy/South Dossier  
 

Note to readers: Most capitalised words in the definitions below are defined 
elsewhere in this Glossary.  

 
 Term Definition 
1) Author The person (or persons) by whom the Work is created. It is a 

generic word in copyright law that includes the composer of 
a musical work, the artist who draws or sculpts, and the 
writer of a computer software program. The author is 
sometimes the initial owner of copyright, but work created 
by an employee is, for example, usually owned by her/his 
employer. Copyright is capable of being transferred. See 
Transfer of Copyright 

2) Adaptation The modification of a Work to create another work, for 
example, adapting a novel to make a motion picture or the 
modification of a work to make it suitable for different 
conditions of exploitation or the translation of a Work from 
one language into another language.  

3) Assignment of 
Copyright 

One of two ways to conclude a Transfer of Copyright. This is 
the permanent allocation/ grant of some or all Economic 
Rights to a Work. Thus, if all rights are assigned, the person 
to whom the rights were so assigned becomes the owner of 
the copyright. 

4) Berne Convention Properly titled the Berne Convention for the Protection of 
Literary and Artistic Works. It was adopted in 1886 as an 
agreement to protect the rights of all Authors who are 
nationals of countries that are party to the convention. (The 
word “authors” has been interpreted to include owners of 
copyrighted Works, such as publishers.) The current version 
of the convention is the Paris Act of 1971. The Berne 
Convention is also included as a part of the TRIPS 
Agreement; see Article 9. The convention is administered by 
the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). 

5) Copyright The right granted by law providing the owner the exclusive 
rights over a Work to reproduce it, to prepare derivative 
works from it (e.g. Adaptations, translations), to distribute it, 
to perform it publicly (e.g. a play), and to display it publicly. 
Copyright applies to so-called “original” material such as 
books, articles, drawings, photographs, musical 
compositions, recordings, films, and computer programs. 
Copyright does not protect an abstract idea; it protects only 
the concrete expression of an idea. 

6) Copyright Notice A notice which is placed on a work to inform others that the 
work is protected by copyright. This is usually prescribed as 
follows: © <name of author> <year of publication> It is not, 
however, a requirement in most countries. 

7) Creative Commons Creative Commons is a non-profit organisation that offers a 
“flexible range of protections and freedoms” for authors and 
artists. It builds on the "all rights reserved" notion of 
traditional copyright to create a voluntary "some rights 
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reserved" copyright. 
8) DRM Acronym for Digital Rights Management. This is an umbrella 

phrase referring to “technology systems facilitating the 
trusted and dynamic management of rights in any kind of 
digital information, throughout its life cycle, irrespective of 
how and where the digital information is distributed.” This 
includes any of several technical methods used to handle the 
description, layering, analysis, valuation, trading and 
monitoring of the rights held over a digital work in order to 
protect files from unauthorised use, as well as the 
management of the financial transaction processing. Digital 
rights management systems are also referred to as electronic 
rights management systems (ERMS), rights management 
information systems (RMIs) and copyright management 
systems (CMS). 

9) Duration/Period of 
Copyright 

The period or duration of copyright begins from the moment 
when the work has been created, or, expressed in a tangible 
form. The period of duration continues until a lengthy period 
of time that is determined by the death of the author and 
does not depend on whether the author owns the copyright. 
The Berne Convention establishes a minimum of 50 years of 
copyright duration after the death of the author. But this is 
only a minimum and the period in different countries varies 
from 50 years to 100 years after the death of the author owing 
to various free trade agreements and other changes in 
national legislation. Other types of copyright works, such as 
films, broadcasts and applied art works, may have different 
duration periods and may instead by based on the year that 
the work was first produced.  

10) Economic rights The right of the owner of Copyright to prevent others from 
making copies of her/his works, including the right to 
authorise distribution, rental or hiring of copies of the work, 
and even importation of the work. Also protected are the 
right to translate and adapt a work, the rights of public 
performance, broadcasting and communication of the work 
to the public. These rights can be transferred to other parties.  

11) Exhaustion of Rights Also referred to as Principle of First Sale. This refers to a 
situation where copyright holders’ rights over a certain work 
are exhausted upon the first sale or transfer of ownership of a 
particular copy of the work, which means that the owner of 
that copy is free to dispose of that copy without seeking the 
original copyright owner's further permission. 

12) Fair use/Fair Dealing 
or Fair Practice 

This is a limitation to the Economic rights granted under 
copyright laws and permits certain acts to be carried out 
without the authorisation of the copyright owner. These 
generally include the use of certain limited portions of such 
works for: private and research study purposes; 
performance, copies or lending for educational purposes; 
criticism and news reporting; incidental inclusion; copies and 
lending by librarians; acts for the purposes of royal 
commissions, statutory enquiries, judicial proceedings and 
parliamentary purposes; recording of broadcasts for the 
purposes of listening to or viewing at a more convenient time 
(this is known as time shifting); producing a back up copy for 
personal use of a computer program or; playing a sound 
recording for a non-profit making organisation, club, or 
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society. Note that the scope of these exclusions varies in 
every jurisdiction. 

13) General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade 1947 
(GATT 1947) 

This agreement was formed as part of the 1947 Havana 
Charter that would have created the International Trade 
Organization (ITO) as a sister institution to the World Bank 
and the IMF. However the failure of the United States to 
ratify the 1947 Havana Charter caused the ITO to be still-
born. Pending the creation of a new international institution 
that would administer it, GATT 1947 was, instead, adopted 
and applied by countries on a provisional basis for fifty years 
from 1947 to 1994 through so-called “Protocols of Provisional 
Accession.” The text of GATT 1947 as it stood on 15 April 
1994 was absorbed in toto directly into the text of the GATT 
1994, such that any references to specific provisions in GATT 
1994 would indicate provisions found in the text of GATT 
1947. 

14) General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade 1994 
(GATT 1994) 

This is the Uruguay Round agreement annexed to the WTO 
Agreement that serves as the successor to GATT 1947. GATT 
1994 covers: (i) the text of GATT 1947; (ii) various legal 
instruments created by GATT 1947 member countries that 
entered into force under the GATT 1947 before the entry into 
force on 1 January 1995 of the WTO Agreement; (iii) various 
“understandings” agreed upon by countries during the 
Uruguay Round with respect to the interpretation of various 
provisions in the GATT 1947; and (iv) the Marrakesh 
Protocol to GATT 1994. 

15) Infringement (of 
Copyright) 

The unauthorised use of works protected under copyright 
and a use that is not permitted by Fair Dealing/Fair Use 
provisions; it does not matter whether such unauthorised use 
was deliberate or non deliberate. This constitutes a criminal 
offence in an increasing number of jurisdictions with varying 
penalties such as imprisonment, fines, and confiscation of the 
offending material.  

16) Intellectual Property 
Rights (IPRs) 

This is a collective term referring to all those intellectual 
property rights that can be granted by the State for the 
exclusive exploitation of intellectual creations. One approach 
divides IPRs into two categories: those rights relating to 
industrial property (patents, industrial designs and models, 
marks, and geographical appellations), and those relating to 
literary and artistic property (copyright).  

17) IFRRO Properly known as The International Federation of 
Reproduction Rights Organisations, this consortium links 
together all RROs as well as national and international 
associations of rightsholders. IFRRO works to encourage the 
formation of RROs worldwide, to facilitate formal and 
informal agreements between its members, and to increase 
public and institutional support for copyright.  

18) Literary work Work consisting of text such as novels, poems, song lyrics 
without music, catalogues reports, tables as well as 
translations of such works. It also includes computer 
programs.  

19) Licensing of copyright One of two ways to conclude a Transfer of Copyright. Refers 
to the authorisation to exercise some or all Economic Rights 
e.g. the copying of a work, for a specific period of time and 
for a specific purpose; the owner still retains ownership of 
the rights. A licence is usually obtained by paying a fee to the 
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rightsholder.  
20) Marrakech Agreement/ 

WTO Agreement 
This is the main framework treaty creating the World Trade 
Organisation and to which is annexed the various other 
Uruguay Round agreements. It entered into force on 1 
January 1995. Currently, 146 countries have ratified or 
acceded to the Marrakech Agreement. 

21) Moral Rights Concerned with the protection of the reputation of the 
Author and are independent of Economic rights. In 
particular, they refer to the Right of Attribution (or 
Paternity), the Right of Integrity, and the right of association. 
These rights are often, though not always, extinguished on 
the death of the author. 

22) Most Favoured Nation 
(MFN) 

This is one of two cornerstone principles underlying the 
GATT 1994, and the TRIPS Agreement which requires that 
members of those treaties do not give any one member 
preferred treatment in terms of market access for goods and 
services or even treatment of Intellectual Property emerging 
from the different member states. This is reflected in Article I 
of GATT 1994 and Article 4 of the TRIPS Agreement. 

23) Musical work Work that consists of music plus lyrics or music only. 
24)  National Treatment 

(NT) 
This is one of two cornerstone principles underlying the 
GATT that requires a member state to treat domestic and 
imported goods, services, service suppliers, investments, and 
IPRs equally or in the same way. This is reflected in Article 
III of GATT 1994, and in Article 3 of the TRIPS Agreement. 

25)  Neighbouring Rights See Performers and producers rights. 
26)  Open Source Software The Open Source Initiative has defined open source software 

as software whose licence generally allows for free 
redistribution of the program and its source code. It also 
permits the creation and distribution of derivative works and 
modifications. In so doing, the licence must not discriminate 
against any persons, fields, technology, products or other 
software. 

28) Performers and 
Producers Rights 

A term used to indicate rights of performers and sound 
recording producers to be remunerated when their 
performances and sound recordings are performed publicly 
or broadcast. Also referred to as "neighbouring rights".  

29) Piracy The term coined to describe the deliberate Infringement of 
copyright on a private or commercial scale, i.e. unauthorised 
copying.  

30)  Principle of First Sale See Exhaustion of Rights 
31)  Public domain This comprises the body of knowledge and innovation in 

relation to which no person can establish or maintain 
proprietary interests. It is considered to be part of the 
common cultural and intellectual heritage of mankind. 
Proprietary works can revert to the public domain where the 
copyright (or patent) has been waived, or the copyright (or 
patent) period has lapsed and can be used without 
authorisation or permission of the rightsholder. In some 
jurisdictions such as Argentina, copyrighted works do not 
revert to the public domain on expiry of the protection 
period, but revert to the state that granted these rights. 

32)  Reprographic Rights 
Organizations (RROs) 

RROs are "collecting societies" which, acting as agents of 
rightsholders, licence the reproduction of copyright-
protected material. RROs derive their authority from 
contracts with national copyright holders and/or from 
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legislation. RROs licences typically grant authorisations to 
copy a portion of a publication, in limited numbers of copies, 
for the internal use of institutional users such as university 
libraries. In order to collect fees and convey authorisations 
internationally, RROs enter into bilateral agreements with 
each other; such agreements are based upon the principle of 
National Treatment. 

33)  Requirements for 
Copyright 

In most jurisdictions, to qualify for copyright protection a 
work must be “original” (meaning originating from an 
identifiable author or authors), exhibit a degree of labour, 
skill or judgment, and be fixated in a tangible form.  

36)  Right of Attribution 
(Paternity) 

The Moral Right of the author of a Work to be credited as the 
author of that work.  

35)  Right of Integrity The Moral Right to object to any distortion, mutilation or 
other modification of, or other derogatory action in relation 
to the work which would be prejudicial to the author's 
honour or reputation. 

36)  RIAA Properly referred to as the Recording Industry Association of 
America, the RIAA is the trade group that represents the U.S. 
recording industry. Its members constitute among the largest 
record companies in the world who create, manufacture 
and/or distribute approximately 90% of all legitimate sound 
recordings produced and sold in the United States.  

37)  Section 301 action Section 301 of the U.S. Omnibus Trade Act of 1988 is the 
principal U.S. statute for addressing alleged foreign unfair 
practices affecting U.S. exports of goods or services. This 
particular section of the Act gives the U.S. Trade 
Representative (USTR) discretion to unilaterally enforce 
sanctions in response to what the U.S. government considers 
are unreasonable, unjustifiable, or discriminatory foreign 
government practices that burden or restrict U.S. commerce. 

38)  Special and 
differential treatment 
(S&D) 

This refers to the principle that would provide developing 
countries with special privileges vis-à-vis compliance with 
WTO or TRIPS obligations in view of their different or lower 
state of economic development. This usually takes the form 
of exemptions from some WTO rules or else in the form of 
special trade rights (such as longer transition periods). 

39)  Technical Protection 
Measures (TPM) 

Refers to technological methods intended to promote the 
authorized use of digital works. This is accomplished by 
controlling access to, copying, distribution, performance, or 
display of such works. Examples of TPM's are passwords 
and cryptography technologies. 

40)  Transfer of Copyright See Licensing of Copyright and Assignment of Copyright 
above. 

41)  Translation This generally means the expression of a Work in a language 
other than that of the original version. Only the copyright 
owner can authorise a translation to be made and published.  

42)  TRIPS Agreement Properly referred to as The Agreement on Trade-Related 
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights, the TRIPS Agreement 
is a Uruguay Round agreement annexed to the WTO 
Agreement. It came into force in 1996 and is the most 
comprehensive multilateral agreement on intellectual 
property. It sets compulsory minimum standards for 
intellectual property protection which countries that join the 
World Trade Organisation must conform to. Under the terms 
of this agreement, all WTO member-countries must re-write 
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their national laws to conform to international standards for 
the protection of patents, trade marks, copyrights, industrial 
designs, and trade secrets in order to reflect the minimum 
standards contained in the TRIPS Agreement. The minimum 
standards in TRIPS are set primarily with reference to the 
Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property 
(Paris Convention) and the Berne Convention for the 
Protection of Literary and Artistic Works (Berne 
Convention); TRIPS also makes the principles of National 
Treatment and Most Favoured Nation applicable to the 
protection, application, and use of IPRs.  

43)  TRIPS Plus (+) Agenda This refers to the imposition of obligations by bilateral 
agreements (often in the form of Free Trade Agreements) that 
impose far higher requirements for the protection of IPRs 
than those encapsulated in the TRIPS Agreements. Such Free 
Trade Agreements, for example, have required some 
countries to extend the duration of copyright to 100 years 
after the death of the author compared to a world average of 
50 years after the death of the author. 

44)  UNCTAD Properly known as the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development. It was established in 1964, to promote the 
development-friendly integration of developing countries 
into the world economy. 

45)  Universal Copyright 
Convention (UCC) 

The UCC was created in 1952 through the United Nations 
Educational Scientific Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) to 
provide an international multilateral copyright treaty that 
would serve as an alternative to the Berne Convention and 
thereby cater to those countries not willing to sign up to the 
Berne Convention, such as the United States. With the US 
joining the Berne Convention in 1989 and with the creation of 
the TRIPS Agreement, which incorporates Berne, the UCC 
today has significantly diminished importance.  

46)  Uruguay Round (UR)  This refers to the negotiations that took place under the 
auspices of GATT 1947. It was launched at Punta del Este, 
Uruguay, in 1986 and concluded at Marrakesh, Morocco, in 
April 1994. It resulted in the negotiation and conclusion of 
the Uruguay Round agreements such as the TRIPS 
Agreement and the creation of the World Trade 
Organisation. 

47)  Work(s) All literary, dramatic, musical or artistic material protected 
by copyright laws, including but not limited to every 
production in the literary, scientific and artistic domain, 
whatever may be the mode or form of its expression, such as 
books, pamphlets and other writings; lectures, addresses, 
sermons and similar materials; dramatic or dramatic-musical 
materials; choreographic materials/performances and 
entertainments; musical compositions with or without 
words; films and analogous cinematographic materials; 
drawings, paintings, architecture, sculpture, engraving and 
lithography; photographs; works of applied art; illustrations, 
maps, plans, sketches and three-dimensional works relative 
to geography, topography, architecture or science. Also 
includes translations, adaptations, collections, and 
arrangements of music and other alterations of literary or 
artistic materials which are protected without prejudice to 
the copyright in the original material. 
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48)  World Intellectual 
Property Organization 
(WIPO) 

With headquarters in Geneva Switzerland, WIPO is one of 
the 16 specialized agencies of the United Nations system of 
organizations. It administers 23 international treaties 
including the Berne Convention, the WIPO Copyright Treaty 
(WCT), and the Rome Convention for the Protection of 
Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting 
Organizations among others, dealing with different aspects 
of intellectual property protection. WIPO, which currently 
includes 183 nations as member states, was created in 1967 as 
“an international organization dedicated to promoting the 
use and protection of works of the human spirit.”  

49) World Intellectual 
Property Organization 
Copyright Treaty 
(WCT) 

The WCT is an international treaty that was negotiated in 
1996 primarily to protect rightsholders’ copyrights on the 
Internet. It introduced anti-circumvention provisions as well 
as requiring signatory countries to prohibit the alteration or 
deletion of electronic rights management information, which 
is information that identifies a work, its author, performer or 
owner, and the terms and conditions for its use. 

50) World Trade 
Organization (WTO) 

Located in Geneva Switzerland, this is the international 
intergovernmental organization established as a result of the 
Marrakech Agreement. It came into being on 1 January 1995, 
and currently has 149 countries as members. It is tasked with 
overseeing the implementation of the various Uruguay 
Round agreements, including the TRIPS Agreement; it is a 
forum for trade negotiations; it handles trade disputes 
among member countries; it also monitors national trade 
policies and provides technical assistance and training 
primarily for developing countries.  

 

 
For a fuller explanation of the above terms and other copyright-related terms and 

organisations, we recommend that you check with Wikipedia, the free 
encyclopaedia, at: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page 
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adaptation, defined, 181 
Addis Ababa University, 108 
Africa 

performing arts (the issue of allocating 
creative roles, royalty-accruing 
components), 59 

'piracy' in (estimate for losses by 
Northern IP rights-holders), 34 

traditional societies and information 
sharing, 84 

African Renaissance (Organisation), 68 

African Virtual University (Kenya), 96, 99 
AfriTAN (TRIPS Action Network section), 

154 
Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of 

Intellectual Property Rights, See: 
TRIPS Agreement 

Algeria, 150 
Kybyle people, and authorship of 

music, 26 
raï music as shared traditional 

knowledge (diffuse authorship), 
58–59 

Alternativa Bolivariana para América 
Latina y El Caribe, ALBA, 156 

Alternative Law Center (Bangalore, India), 
175 

alternative models for information sharing 
(fair terms for access and use), 107, 
119, 147, 157, 161–164, 162, 170–
174, 179 

alternatives to the global copyright system 
and intellectual property regime, 
147–175 

American Association of Publishers, 73 
Angola, 150 
anti-circumvention laws, technical 

measures restricting use of digital 
content, 12, 104, 117 

Arab book and music industries, omitting 
payments of royalties, 63 

Arab countries: individual intellectual 
property, an alien concept in 
traditional cultures, 61–63 

Argentina 
copyright/patent rights revert to state, 

not to public domain, 184 
free software movement, 10 
Mi PC program, 165 
opposition to neo-liberal trade, 156 
'pirated' software in, 125, 126 
reprographic rights, 43 

artistic expression and monopoly 
ownership, See: creativity and 
invention discouraged ... 

Asociación Uruguaya para la Tutela 
Organizada de los Derechos 
Reprográficos, AUTOR, 43 

assignment of copyright, defined, 181 
 (See also licensing of copyright) 

Association for the Development of 
Education in Africa, 96 
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assumptions about the copyright 
paradigm and cultural production, 
western/northern, 11, 16, 20, 30, 
34, 67–70, 162–163, 169, 179 

assumptions about the dominant 
Intellectual Property Rights 
discourse, western/northern, 11, 16 

assumptions about US-led cultural 
dominance and its controlled flow 
of information, 141–145 

Australia, 94, 154 
aboriginal culture (heritage 

authorship), 58, 154 
free trade agreement on IP rights, 38, 39 

author 
and right of attribution, 185 
and right of integrity of work and 

reputation, 185 
defined, 181 

authors' rights, protection of, See: 
protection of authors' rights 

authorship, community-structured, vs. 
undifferentiated western IP 
system, 24, 68 

authorship traditions in the global South 
(origination of creativity in a 
common heritage), 56–64, 154 

 
Bahrain 

free trade agreement on IP rights, 38 
role of WIPO in developing national IP 

programs in, 81–83 
Bangladesh, 122 
Bantu language group, 135 
barriers to the use of copyrighted 

materials in the global South, 3, 9, 
19, 70, 89–145, 153, 162, 173–174 

behavioural economics research on 
incentives to create, 16 

Berne Convention 
and intellectual property rights, 186 
1971 Appendix pertaining to 

developing countries, 134, 139–
140, 152 

Article 8 (right of translation), 133 
defined, 181 
education exemption, lack of, 151 
as European inspired, 7, 148–149 
and extension of copyright terms, 40, 92 
fair use/fair dealing provisions not 

mandated by, 137 
history of, 139, 148–150, 152n 
as inflexible treaty with 'one-size-fits-

all' orientation, 149 
national treatment concept in, 48 
need for its repeal, 48n 

non-European countries joining, post-
1886, 150 

non-European countries represented at 
drafting (1886), 148–149 

reservations, 149 
three-step test for copyright exceptions, 

49n, 131, 136, 140–141, 163 
three-step test, recent extensions and 

applications, 140n 
BioMed Central (open access publisher), 

173 
Bolivarian Alternative for Latin America 

and the Caribbean, ALBA, 156 
book market and booksellers, 7, 15, 27n, 

63, 100–101 
libraries and booksellers, an uneasy 

symbiosis, 101 
books accessible in alternate formats for 

reading impaired, proportion of, 
129 

Botswana, 109 
Brazil, 123, 124, 125 

alternatives programs to copyright law 
in, 157, 170–171 

Canto Livre parallel music industry in, 
170–171 

cell phone technology overtaking 
Internet use, 10 

'copy shop' raids, 73 
indigenous peoples of, 155 
opposition to neo-liberal trade, 156 
resistance to TRIPS, 8 

British and German music industry data in 
context of digital technology, 78n 

British authors in 19th century, 15 
British Copyright Council, 152 
British universities and colleges blanket 

licensing provision for course 
packs, 43n 

Bureaux internationaux réunis pour la 
protection de la propriété 
intellectuelle, 80 

business model to bargain for better fees, 
licenses, terms, See: negotiating 
power 

Business Software Alliance (trade group), 
165 

Business Software Association 
(Philippines), 126 

Business week (magazine), 123 
 
Cameroon, 108 
Canada, 35, 81, 128 
capital flow 

attributable to copyright and IP rights, 
46–47, 83 
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calculating copyright-related capital 
movements, 31–35 

capital flow in IP industries from 
periphery to the centre, 29–51 

and the effects of national treatment on 
global South, 50 

outflow from global South, net, 48–51 
 (See also cultural goods & world trade; 

and economics of global 
copyright) 

Center for Public Integrity (Washington, 
DC), 27 

Central American Free Trade Agreement 
(CAFTA), 38, 40 

Centre for Environmental Concerns 
(India), NGO, 154 

Centro Colombiano de Derechos 
Reprográficos, CEDER, 43 

Centro de Administración de Derechos 
Reprográficos (Argentina), 
CADRA, 43 

Centro Mexicano de Protección y Fomento 
de los Derechos de Autor, CeMPro, 
43 

Chile, 92, 94 
copyright term in, 91 
free trade agreement on IP rights, 38 
Mi primera PC program, 165 
reprographic rights, 43 

China 
barriers to foreign-produced films, 153 
CDs, illegal entry of remaindered, 74 
literary tradition of copying, disregard 

for originality or the concept of 
authorship, 59–60 

pirate versions of CDs and videos, 30 
pirate versions of software, 125 
and visually impaired, 127 

circumvention of technological protection, 
12, 18 

DeCSS DVD descrambler, 40 
and Digital Millennium Copyright Act 

(US), 39 
encrypted software, 41 
 (See also: technological protection 

measures) 
closed standards (proprietary standards), 

84, 121, 125 
collecting societies (agents of rights 

holders), See: reprographic rights 
organisations 

Colombia 
copyright clearance costs restrict 

academic research in, 115 
Random House Colombia (publisher) 

restricts lending rights, 107 

reprographic rights, 43 
comic art used as satire to parody 

dominant copyright ideology, 175 
commodification 

copyright value system and, 45, 53–55 
of culture and knowledge, 60, 65, 67, 

69–71, 158 
Commons, Creative, See: Creative 

Commons 
Confessions of an economic hit man (2004), 

178 
Congo, 151 
Consumer Project on Technology, CPTech, 

161 
Consumers International, 161 
contracts and licenses to protect vendor 

databases, 12, 104 
CONTU report (US), 120 
copy-protected digital media and fair use 

issues, 38–39 
copyduty proposed on IP to sustain the 

public domain, 41 
copying digital works, technical protection 

from, See: technological protection 
measures 

copying in libraries, See: photocopying, 
library–related 

copying, unauthorised 
criminalisation of copying in the global 

South, 71–76 
equated with theft, 17–18, 19n, 72 
in French-speaking West Africa, 108 
online file sharing as, 30, 72 
satire parodying dominant ideology 

regarding, 175 
in South African education sector 

(estimates of 'piracy'), 34 
of textbooks, 34, 44, 73, 91, 98, 102, 105, 

132 
copyleft movement, 75n, 120–121, 165 
copyright 

advantages and benefits of (alleged), 
See: copyright incentives ... 

aggressive assertion of, United States, 
30 

applicable to the specific expression of 
an idea, not to the idea itself, 7 

assignment of, 7 
assignment of copyright, definition of, 

181 
and authorship traditions in the global 

South (based on common 
heritage), 56–64 

capital flow attributed to, 46–47 
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and commodification rationale (trade-
related intangible property), 54–
55, 61 

and consumerism rationale (market 
impetus to material culture), 56 

and creativity, 13–27, 16, 56–64 
definition of, 181 
and digital material, 7–8, 13 
dominant copyright and IP discourse, 

assumptions, See: assumptions 
about ... 

duration, See: duration of copyright 
and electronic rights management 

(WIPO Copyright Treaty), 187 
equal treatment and protection of 

foreigners, nationals, 48 
expansion of copyright laws and IP 

rights, 7, 8, 33, 83, 89 
and fair use, See: fair use/fair dealing 

(fair practice latitude) 
fees, royalty collection, See: 

reprographic rights 
organisations 

as a form of protectionism, 15 
and free trade agreements, See: free 

trade agreements 
global copyright, economics of, 29–51 
history of, 7–8, 94, 139, 148–153 
holders of copyright, See: rights holders 
ideology of, See: assumptions about ...; 

and: ideology of global 
copyright 

indicators of copyright-related capital 
flows, 31–32 

and indigenous peoples, See: traditional 
knowledge 

and individualism rationale 
(personality theory), 53–54 

industries in US (value of exports of 
cultural goods), 32 

infringement, See: infringement of 
copyright 

justification for, See: ideology of global 
copyright 

licensing, See: license ...; and: licensing 
...; and: reprographic rights 

and national treatment concept, 48–50 
northern-owned aspect (the economy 

of copyright in the global 
North), 9 

and the 'one-size-fits-all' approach, 
template, 10, 149 

original intent incongruent with digital 
technologies, 13 

originality requirement, See: originality 
... 

personality theory and, 54 
piracy, See: 'piracy' of works 
and profit motive, 15, 55 
requirements for, defined, 185 
and reward rationale (remuneration), 

55–56, 77–79 
rhetoric of, See: language of property 

rights and status quo 
as superfluous, 16 
and translation(s), See: translation ... 
and values of commodification, 

consumerism, individualism, 
reward, 53–56 

as western idea imposed on global 
South, 10, 52 

western/northern assumptions about 
the model, 52–56 (See also 
assumptions about ...) 

work(s) defined with respect to, 186 
Copyright Act, 1710 (Gt. Brit.), See: Statute 

of Anne 
Copyright Act (Kenya), 99 
Copyright Act (South Africa, 1978), 111 
Copyright Act (UK, 2002), Visually 

Impaired Persons, 130 
Copyright Act (US, 1998), Digital 

Millennium, 18, 19, 38, 39 
Copyright Act (US, 1998), Sonny Bono 

Copyright Term Extension Act, 40, 
92, 141n 

copyright alternatives in global South, 
159–160 

Copyright Clearance Center (US), 45 
copyright clearance costs, See: transaction 

costs 
copyright clearance, obtaining permission 

to copy, 43n, 98, 111–113 
copyright compliance in libraries, costs 

involved in, 19, 85, 90, 100, 104–
106, 118 

copyright cops, 45, 102–103, 106, 113 
Copyright, Designs and Patents Act (Great 

Britain), 128 
copyright discourse, See: language of 

property rights and status quo 
copyright earnings received, survey of UK 

Performing Rights Society, 77–78 
copyright extension. See under: duration of 

copyright 
copyright incentives (alleged) for the 

creator, 14, 16, 45, 52–53, 55, 63, 82, 
94, 147, 160, 177 

copyright incentives (alleged) for the 
culture industries, 15–16, 23, 31, 
55–56 
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copyright incentives vs. the incentive for 
providing for the public good, 160 

copyright industries (creative economy), 
12n, 13, 31–33, 35, 37, 41, 47, 85, 92 

in Brazil, 170 
world trade in cultural goods, 31–35 

copyright infringement, See: infringement 
of copyright 

Copyright Licensing Agency (UK), 43n 
Copyright Licensing and Administration 

Society of Singapore, CLASS, 43 
copyright lobby, 17, 36, 40 
copyright notice, defined, 181 
copyright paradigm, ideology of, See: 

assumptions about ...; and: 
ideology of global ... 

copyright policy 
changes on individual level vs. societal 

level, 169 
international and national role of WIPO 

on, 81–87 
policy-setting centres: 'Quad' centres of 

Canada/European 
Community/Japan/US, 81 

of United States, 34–41 
copyright protection for music CDs in 

Brazil as form of creative commons 
licensing, 170–171 

copyright protection for software code, 
119–121 

copyright protection needed for non-
economic intentions (benefits other 
than profit-based), 15 

copyright protection schemes of Creative 
Commons licensing, See: Creative 
Commons 

copyright protest (direct action) 
Bangalore, India, 175 
satire and art (parodying dominant 

ideology), 175 
South Africa, 174 
Taipei, Taiwan, 93 

copyright reform 
A2K Initiative on WIPO Copyright 

Treaty reform, 157, 161–164 
detoured by focus on Creative 

Commons licensing approach, 
168–170 

to reduce the threat to free speech, 17–
18 

to reduce the threat to scientific method 
and scholarly communication, 
18–19 

to reduce the threat to the creative 
process, 19 

Treaty on Access to Knowledge 
(Proposed), 161–162 

copyright resistance from the global 
South, 147–175. See also resistance 
to ... 

copyright restrictions, 90–141 
to artistic expression and diversity, 21, 

62, 64 
Berne Convention restrictions, test, See: 

Berne Convention 
on consumers' access to entertainment, 

73 
of digital content providers on libraries, 

19 
of Digital Millennium Copyright Act 

(US), 18–19, 38–39 
extended, 7–8, 40, 49, 186 
'fair use' exemptions, See: fair use/fair 

dealing (exemptions) 
impacting rural learning centres of 

South Africa, 109–111 
limitations and exceptions, special and 

differential treatment, 49, 130n, 
163 

limitations and exceptions strictly 
controlled by laws, 136, 140 

Most Favoured Nation restriction on 
IPR preferential treatment, 184 

property-like, 7, 136 
on public discourse and international 

exchange of ideas and opinions, 
21–22 

in TRIPS Agreement, 36 
United Kingdom legislation on, 128 
to unrestricted free flow of information, 

41, 90, 142, 171 
copyright rhetoric, See: language of 

property rights and status quo 
Copyright Society of Malawi, COSOMA, 

43 
copyright, term of, See: duration of 

copyright 
Copyright Treaty (WIPO), See: WIPO 

Treaty (electronic rights 
management) 

Copyright4Innovation (group), 121 
copyrighted materials, barriers to use of, 

89–145, 119–121 
Copy/South Research Group 

contacting, e-mail address, 180 
origins of dossier, workshop, 4 

Costa Rica, 92 
costs, transaction (compliance, copyright 

clearance, delivery), See: 
transaction costs 

Côte d'Ivoire, 92 
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course packs, ad hoc study materials, 
improvised textbooks, 43, 43n, 98, 
111–113, 138 

Creative Commons 
the commons as cultural content, 

protecting it from 
commodification, 69 

defined, 167, 181 
language of property rights, utilized to 

protect the commons, 69 
licensing scheme/paradigm, 119, 158n, 

162, 167–171, 179 
pros and cons of CC licenses in global 

South, 168–170 
virtual commons, 169n 

creative economy, See: copyright 
industries 

creative work vs. formulaic work (affected 
by privatisation of IP channels of 
distribution), 19–27 

creativity, copyright not a precondition of, 
63 

creativity and invention discouraged by 
privatisation and monopolisation, 
13–27, 19–20 

creativity as community authorship 
(origins in a common heritage, in 
traditional knowledge), 56–64 

creator, definition of, 14n 
creators, categories of, 14 
Cuba, 118, 150, 151, 156 

musicians' IP rights in, 25 
cultural conglomerates and global 

marketing, 79, 153 
cultural goods and world trade, 31–35 

capital flow attributed to IP rights, 46–
47 

case study of South Africa (data on 
capital flow), 46–47 

and commodification rationale for 
copyright, 54–55 

commodities homogenised by national 
treatment concept, 49–50 

indicators on culture relative to 
development, lack of data, 31 

percentage of imports by developing 
countries, 32 

'piracy', unsubstantiated figures for 
losses due to, 33 

proportion of world trade, 32 
 (See also capital flow; economics...; 

national treatment...) 
cultural heritage, common, See: traditional 

knowledge 

cultural imperialism, 8, 53n, 68n, 74, 90, 
142–145, 143, 150n, 152–153, 153n, 
156n 

cultural theft, 65, 69, 69n, 154, 155, 158–159 
culture of sharing vs. culture of 

monopolisation, 8, 147 
 
DALRO (South Africa), See: Dramatic, 

Artistic and Literary Rights 
Organisation 

databases, e-journal subscriptions 
archival permanency lacking in, 106–

107, 173–174 
and copyright management systems, 

See: digital rights ... 
differential subscription rates for, 19 
downloading and reproducing from, 

104, 113, 118 
institutional repositories (open, Web-

based archives), 173–174 
license alteration prohibited, 187 
open access journals and open 

archiving initiatives, 171–174 
rapid privatisation of educational 

research into databases, 97 
 (See also academic and scientific 

journals) 
Declaration of Shamans on Intellectual 

Property (2001), 159 
DeCSS DVD descrambler, 40 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, 122 
developing countries, See: global South 
Development Gateway, 118–119 
digital archives or repositories 

(article/paper-level or journal-
level), 172–174 

dissertation/thesis, 173 
Digital Book Mobile (Gulu, Uganda), 107–

108 
Digital Millennium Copyright Act (US), 

18–19, 38–39 
fair use copying, prevention of, 38 
as more restrictive than WIPO 

Copyright Treaty, 38 
digital rights management systems, 45, 

113, 187 
DRM defined, 182 
DRMs as flawed Internet copyright 

tollgates, 116–117 
as inappropriate for developing 

countries, 117 
'page fee' (DRM) vs. open access 'article 

processing fee', 173n 
and protection technology, See: 

technological protection ... 
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and Sony BMG Music Entertainment, 
116–117 

for subscription-based databases, 97 
disabled or visually impaired negatively 

affected by copyright. See under: 
access to knowledge 

distance learning courses, 89, 95–98 
broadcast and online programmes 

(copyright hurdles), 99 
Sub-Saharan Africa, 99–100 

DMCA liabilities, See: Digital Millennium 
Copyright Act (US) 

Dominican Republic, 92 
dossier, defined, 4 
doubting copyright, reasons for, See: 

resistance to copyright 
downloading and reproducing files. See 

under: databases ...; and see: music 
files ... 

Dramatic, Artistic and Literary Rights 
Organisation (South Africa), 
DALRO, 41, 44, 112–114 

duration of copyright 
author + 14 years, 13 
author + 50 years, 40, 92 
author + 70 years, 40, 91–92 
author + 99 years, 92 
author + 100 years, 49, 50, 92, 186 
cost estimates of term extension, 94 
defined, 182 
extended (term extension), 8, 40, 92, 

141n, 186 
legal basics of copyright term question, 

92–93 
multinationals as main beneficiaries of, 

93–94 
resistance to extension of term, 93 
as tax on readers, 93 
world average for duration, 186 
 

East Africa, the Masai tradition of 
storytelling as heritage authorship, 
58 

economic rights of copyright owner 
defined, 182 
limited by fair use exclusions, 182–183 

economics of copyright 'piracy', statistics 
on, 75–76 

economics of global copyright, 29–51, 79. 
See also capital flow; and: cultural 
goods & world trade 

The Economist (London), on reduction of 
copyright terms, 13, 17 

Ecuador, 92 

educational materials, accessibility and 
reproduction of, 11, 73, 85, 89, 98, 
117, 131, 139, 178–179 

e-journal subscriptions, databases, See: 
databases, e–journal subscriptions 

El Salvador, 92 
Electronic Frontier Foundation, 18, 117, 

122 
Electronic Information for Libraries, 

eIFL.net, 107 
electronic rights management systems, 

ERMS, See: digital rights 
management systems 

electronic theses and dissertations, 
repositories for, 173 

Elsevier Group, 109 
essentialist approach (stasis in traditional 

knowledge), avoidance of, 67–68 
Ethiopia, 96, 108 
European Communities on the 

enforcement of intellectual 
property rights, 71 

European languages, privileging of, 134 
exchange of technical information, See: 

technology transfer 
exchange value vs. use value, 70 
exemption, latitude, and the concept of 

'fair use', See: fair use/fair dealing 
... 

exhaustion of rights of copyright owner 
(Principle of First Sale), defined, 
182 

 
Fair Trade Commission (Korea), 124 
fair use/fair dealing (copyright 

exemptions), 7, 19, 39, 91, 98, 105, 
108, 111, 137–139 

and Berne Convention provisions, 137 
defined, 182–183 
denied in Digital Millennium 

Copyright Act, 38 
northern standard misapplied to global 

South, 138–139 
in West Africa, 108 

Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis (US), 
15–16 

fees and payments, license, See: 
reprographic rights organisations 

fees waived, See: fair use/fair dealing 
(copyright exemptions) 

FLOSS movement (free/libre and open-
source software), 119–121 

flow of information, transfer and 
distribution of knowledge, See: 
knowledge transfer 
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folklore and oral traditions, See: traditional 
knowledge 

Force Foundation, 130 
Foresight Institute (Foresight Nanotech 

Institute), 165 
France, droit moral protected by copyright, 

54 
free and open source software 

movements, 117, 119, 121–125, 157, 
164–167, 169n, 174, 184 

copyleft approach, See: copyleft 
movement 

GPL approach, See: General Public 
License 

Free Curricula Centre, 99 
free speech 

dependent on full disclosure, access to 
databases, 12 

threats to, copy and content protection 
as, 18 

free trade agreements, 8, 9, 30, 34, 36–41, 
38n, 93, 156, 186 

requiring copyright duration of author 
+ 100 years, 186 

 (See also TRIPS Agreement) 
Free Trade of the Americas Agreement, 

FTAA, 155, 156 
French-speaking West Africa, 108 
 
GATT, See: General Agreement on Tariffs 

and Trade 
Gene Campaign (Indian advocacy group), 

154 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 

1947, summarized, 183 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 

1994 
Article 1 on Most Favoured Nation 

principle, 184 
Article 3 on musical work, 184 
and Marrakesh Protocol to GATT 1994, 

183 
precursor agency to World Trade 

Organization, 34, 81 
summarized, 183 
and Uruguay Round agreements, 183 

General Public License (GPL free software 
license) 

GNU GPL, 121, 165 
GNU/Linux operating system, 166 
resists copyright from within, 147 

genetically modified organisms (GMOs), 
activists against, 156 

Ghana, 92, 96, 129 
book prices in, 44 

performing arts in, multiple authorship 
of, 59n 

global North (developed countries) 
activists in (those critiquing copyright 

laws), 10 
and copyright problems, 4 
economic conditions and trade-related 

IP rights, 30–44 
exporters of information capital as 

monopoly rent, 29 
one-way flow of knowledge, to South, 

89–90, 143, 153, 164 
global South (developing countries) 

access to knowledge, See: access to 
knowledge ... 

authorship traditions based on 
common heritage, 56–64 

barriers to use of copyrighted materials 
in, 89–145 

copyright as western idea being 
imposed on, 10, 49–50, 52 

defined, 4 
as importers of information capital as 

monopoly rent, 29 
national treatment concept detrimental 

to, 49–50 
and net outflow of capital, See: capital 

flow 
protection of local cultures, See: 

traditional knowledge 
resistance to global copyright system, 

147–175 
and shortage of books in libraries, 12 
special and differential treatment of, 

185 
traditional knowledge in, See: 

traditional knowledge 
and UNCTAD (development friendly 

integration), 186 
globalisation 

capital flow from periphery to the 
centre, 29–51 

as copyright-protected single culture, 4 
imposition of a global intellectual 

property-oriented policy, 35, 52, 
178 

and western cultural conglomerates, 79, 
153 

group rights, 70, 158, 159 
 
Haiti, 149 
harmonisation of IP rules 

resistance to, See: resistance to 
harmonisation of IP rules 

and TRIPS Agreement, 17, 35–37 
to US standards, 30 
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WIPO's role in promoting, 81–87 
Havana Charter, 183 
Higher Education Copying Accord 

(United Kingdom), HECA, 43n 
history of copyright conventions and 

assumptions, 7–8, 94, 139, 148–153 
 
ideology of global copyright, 52–88, 90 

A2K reform efforts tied to Northern 
values and assumptions, 163–
164 

advantages and benefits alleged, See: 
copyright incentives 

assumptions behind copyright 
paradigm, 8, 9, 52–56, 89, 129, 
133, 139, 148–153, 163, 168, 178 

central place of individual author rights 
& prerogatives, 54 

copyright as a form of protectionism, 15 
critique of, See: New World Information 

and Communication Order 
as cultural imperialism, See: cultural 

imperialism 
economic incentive of copyright, See: 

copyright incentives 
and economics of copyright 'piracy', 75 
equal treatment (foreign and domestic), 

See: national treatment 
fair use, 7, 182–183 
influence of Creative Commons 

licenses on, 168 
information policy of US, 12, 29–30, 34–

41, 37, 142–144, 178 
privatisation, 8–27, 52 
satire of, 175 
as western idea imposed on global 

South, 10, 52 
IFRRO, See: International Federation of 

Reproduction Rights Organisations 
illiteracy and copyright laws, 4 
incentives to create, spurs to innovation, 

See: copyright incentives (alleged) 
... 

India, 124, 127, 135 
benefits and problems of 'piracy' in, 170 
book 'piracy' in, 73 
'copy shop' raid, Mumbai, 73 
pirated software in, 75–76 
resistance to TRIPS, 8 

indigenous peoples, heritage-based 
traditional knowledge systems, See: 
traditional knowledge 

Indonesia, 85 
book 'piracy' in, 73 

customary law does not accommodate 
IP law nor the concept of 
intangible goods, 61 

inefficiency argument (reformist writings 
on IP), 15 

information activists, 3, 8, 10, 87, 123n, 147, 
148 

information age, 7 
information and its technology as a 

commodity, concept of, 29 
information capital, control of access to, 13 
Information in the nonaligned countries 

(Tunis, 1976), international 
symposium report, 152–153 

information policy of the United States, 12, 
34–41 

infringement of copyright 
defined as unauthorized use of 

protected works, 183 
financial loss from (authors vs. 

corporations), 75 
format conversion or transcription as, 

106, 128–133 
infringement defined, 183 
as injury, 54 
by library users, 102–103 
as 'piracy', definition, 184 

institutional repositories (open Web-based 
archives of scholarly material), 
173–174 

intellectual property rights 
advantages and benefits of, alleged, 8, 

15–17, 31, 44, 46 
alien concept in traditional cultures 

with shared authorship, 56–64, 
69–70 

alternatives to international dimensions 
of IP, 147–175 

assumptions within the dominant IP 
discourse, 11, 16, 53–76, 67–69, 
133–134, 141–145, 168 

as basic, justified in John Locke's theory 
of natural law, 53–54 

capital flow attributed to, 46–47 
commodification of (creative work 

dissociated from its producer), 
55, 67 

commodification of knowledge, See: 
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(commodification of 
knowledge), 11–27, 66, 70, 148 

indigenous groups, resistance to IP 
model, 67, 69 

oral storytelling, 66 
oral tradition of indigenous peoples, 65 
and public domain issues, 9 
recommended strategies to protect, 69–

71 
and TRIPS Agreement conflict with, 

154 
World Intellectual Property 

Organization interest in, 68 
traditional music, 66–67 

African musicians and global 
copyright, 24 

jazz musicians (US), 24 
Senegal musicians, earnings of, 24 
South African musicians, 25 

Trans-Atlantic Consumer Dialogue, 161 
transaction costs 

for copyright clearance and RRO 
activities, 43, 112–114, 131, 163 

digital/electronic rights management 
systems and, 45, 113, 182, 187 

as 'discouragement cost' (against 
copying), 131, 163 

for document delivery, 19, 99, 115 
of open access journals (processing 

fees), 172–173 
TRIPS Agreement compliance costs, 46 

transaction licenses (per-copy cost-basis), 
See: license agreements, 
transactional ... 
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